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ABSTRACT

Objective: To provide an overview of the state and turnover CER in Nigeria and the extent to which key health problems are addressed within study imperatives.
Data Sources: Data sources were PubMed, the Cochrane Library.
Study Selection: Studies were selected by running searches in PubMed database. Search terms such as Compar*, effectiv*, research, study, and Nigeria were used. The Cochrane Library was searched using a listing of Nigerian authors provided by the SACC. Studies were selected both by study design; where they had to be completed systematic reviews, RCT, CCT or analytical study comparing interventions; and by study setting being within Nigeria.
Data Extraction: Data extraction was done using a questionnaire, developed by the author, which sought to capture priority areas apparent within the studies reviewed and as enunciated by the Institute of Medicine. 

Data Synthesis: Simple analysis was done to produce descriptive measures and summary estimates of key variables. Microsoft Excel and EpiInfo packages were used.

Conclusion: The overall volume of intervention studies was low. A greater of the proportion of studies, 48.5%, investigated treatment options for infectious and parasitic diseases; 24.2% investigated reproductive health interventions; 62.6 % of interventions aimed to achieve cure, and 29.3% aimed for prevention. Study endpoints were efficacy (95.9%), adverse effects/tolerability (60.6%), treatment failure (28.6%) and cost (6.1%). Patterns were similar in different zones of the country. No stable funding structure could be identified for these studies. CER does reflect the pattern of need and the dominant type of healthcare in Nigeria.
