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ABSTRACT
Treating eczema (atopic dermatitis) can be very tricky as it may involve complicated and time consuming treatment regimens. With over 50 different treatments and endless treatment combinations possible, there is a great need for an up-to-date systematic review of eczema treatments.

An overarching Health Technology Assessment (HTA) systematic review of all treatments for atopic eczema was last published nearly 10 years ago by Hywel Williams and colleagues, the results of which have been used to develop guidelines for eczema care around the world. In the last decade there has been a lot of new research activity on eczema, including a large number of randomized controlled trials (RCTs). 

Here we present the work on how we plan to update this review through the creation of a Global Resource of Eczema Trials (GREAT) database which contains information on all new RCTs of eczema published since 2000.

The database of randomized clinical trials for eczema treatment has already been created. The Global Resource of EczemA Trials (GREAT) database holds information on all the RCTs of treatments for eczema in one publically accessible place. The GREAT database will facilitate future research on eczema treatments by greatly speeding up the search for trials. This will avoid duplication of effort by researchers around the world searching for evidence to inform guidelines, producing systematic reviews and answering specific research questions on eczema treatment. The GREAT database can be accessed free of charge at www.greatdatabase.org.uk.
The review will include randomized controlled trials of treatments for eczema on people with established eczema which have at least one efficacy outcome. The original HTA review included 254 trials on established eczema and the update will add over 200 more. The updated review will give an overview of the evidence on benefits and harms for each type of treatment within broad treatment categories. Its design will make it easy and quickly accessible to clinicians, healthcare managers and policy makers as well as interested consumers. The findings of the original review will be presented along with an outline of the searches and data extracted for the update.  

Our GREAT database, our mapping exercise of all systematic reviews of eczema http://www.library.nhs.uk/skin/ and the updated systematic review will play a key role in mobilizing knowledge of comparative effectiveness research to those who need it most. The work will also play a key part in helping to prioritize future research topics. 
