Minutes for the Cochrane Skin Group/French Satellite Group teleconference September 3rd 2013

Present: Finola Delamere, Liz Doney, Laurence Le Cleach, Laura Prescott, Hywel Williams, Olivier Chosidow (Chair) 

1. Progress on agreed titles for Cochrane Skin Group (CSG) reviews

· Systemic pharmacological treatments for plaque psoriasis (a network meta-analysis) – the team aim to submit the protocol to the CSG by the end of September 2013. They just have a few small points to address. Laurence has done a network meta-analysis for the Cochrane STI Group, which is out for peer review. (This will incorporate comments from a methodological group/specialist. Hywel suggested Laurence contact them directly to see if there have been any similar published protocols.) The comments they receive on the STI review may also help them shape their CSG protocol, as there is not much guidance in the Cochrane Handbook.  
· Antistreptococcal interventions for guttate and chronic plaque psoriasis – the protocol for this update should be submitted within 2 or 3 months. 
· Intervention for guttate psoriasis – the lead author is to send the CSG the title registration form (TRF) required to formally initiate work on this update. 
· Intervention for chronic palmoplantar pustulosis – the CSG had asked this team to amend their outcomes. Laurence – a co-author – asked if they could add their adverse effects outcome to Primary outcomes. Finola and Hywel agreed, explaining that outcomes in CSG reviews are usually 1) an efficacy measure split into short- and long-term, and 2) an adverse effects outcome, with information regarding time scales added after the outcomes.
· Intervention for necrotizing fasciitis – there was discussion about the plan to include non-RCTs in this review (detailed in the team’s TRF, which was sent to the CSG at the end of August) and how this impacts on searches and methods. Hywel said that although a review that did not include non-RCTs would be “clinically useless”, it would highlight the need for a clinical trial. However, Hywel was of the opinion that although it will be less straight-forward, the review should include non-RCTs, and he is pleased the team has good methodological support. RCTs are lacking in this topic area because of the rarity of the condition and ethical issues. Finola has minor clarifications relating to the TRF, which she said she will discuss with Laurence over email. 
· Intervention for toxic epidermal necrolysis -there was discussion about implementing a time-frame before this title is re-advertised. The CSG was told that the original author team had sent a TRF to update this, which needs assessing. [Apologies the email from Maja dated 15th August was found and we will discuss it at next week’s editorial meeting].
2. The French Cochrane Skin Group satellite website
· Laurence updated everyone with the edits she’s made, which include posting a Cochrane letter for dermatologists, adding details of the new titles the Satellite Group are involved in, and announcing the annual CSG meeting in December.  

3. Financial aspects 
· Laurence enquired if the CSG editorial base knew of any opportunities to apply for grants to help support the review projects mentioned in section 1, as well as to fund travel to meetings, etc. In response, we discussed the NIHR Cochrane Incentive Scheme.
4. Next Skin Group meeting
· Hywel shared the draft CSG meeting programme with Laurence and Olivier prior to the teleconference, to enable discussion of what they would like to do in 2 time-slots he had pencilled in for presentations by Satellite contributors. Olivier suggested that Laurence talk in the first slot (provisionally titled ‘Extending the reach of the Cochrane Skin Group into French-speaking countries’) about the main goals/ideas of the Satellite Group (e.g. how they are engaging with people and reaching out to French speakers throughout the world, their publicity drive, and translation work, etc). Laurence was concerned about the length of time of the presentation, but Hywel suggested she talk for 20 minutes and leave 10 minutes for questions. 
· It was decided that a colleague of Laurence and Olivier (who is also a CSG author: Giao Do-Pham) would present her Cochrane review on head lice, which will be published shortly. Hywel and Olivier decided that the presentation should focus on the results of the review, suggesting that the talk is split so that 75% is about the review’s findings and 25% is comment on the review’s methodology. 
· An alternative suggestion for the second slot was a talk on unpublished research, especially as Laurence and colleagues are writing a paper on the subject, and the CSG editorial base recently discussed searching the FDA’s (US Food and Drug Administration) website. This was rejected in favour of the aforementioned clinical presentation.
· The theme of the CSG meeting was decided upon: ‘The need to embrace global dermatology perspectives’.
5. Mapping project
· Laurence shared that the team were still extracting. 
6. Instead of a teleconference, we agreed to meet face-to-face after the end of the first day of the CSG meeting in December, with Olivier (who is unable to attend) phoning in.

