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Handsearch training
I aim to train handsearch volunteers by post, email and telephone.To start with I will send you the following to whet your appetite! 

 1- a taste of what constitutes a clinical trial 
In order that you get a ‘taste’ of what handsearching for clinical trials is all about I will send you a few sample copies of papers from journals to show what you are aiming to identify. With this I will send Guidelines about how to proceed. This will give you a feel for clinical trials that are easy to identify as eligible or not eligible and how to cope with those papers that are less clear. 

 2- A training pack of 15 papers provided by the Cochrane Collaboration 
If you still wish to carry on let me know and I will then send the full text of 15 papers that have been prepared by the Cochrane Collaboration for training purposes. Once you have filled in the accompanying sheet with your analysis of ‘RCT’, ‘ CCT’ or ‘NO’ I will send the results to you with comments. (The terms RCT and CCT stand for randomised and controlled clinical trials respectively and derive from the National Library of Medicine’s definition.) 

 3 - A quality control test of dermatology articles 

I will then send you an issue of a dermatology publication (with the index) that will have been previously searched and classified. This will be representative of the type of papers you will encounter in your handsearching. This will be our Cochrane Skin Group ‘gold standard’. You will need to search these papers and mark the index in red ink just as if you were doing it for real. 

 4- Agreement on which journals to be searched 
Once all this has been accomplished satisfactorily we will come to an arrangement about which journals and which issues of journals you would like to search as part of the Cochrane Collaboration’s effort. This will be determined by what you have access to in hard copy form and what still needs to be done. Although you will be searching dermatology journals, you are looking for any type of clinical trial, not just those involving skin diseases. As a means of ensuring continuous quality control I will help you by overlapping your search by one year with other searchers of the same journal. We will come to a decision about the time frame over which you can achieve what you have set out to do. 

I will then register your commitment to handsearch with the Cochrane Collaboration centre which deals with the Master List of journals that are being searched. Reference to this list prevents people duplicating each other’s work. 
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